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Were Poms called Spitz dogs?

Yes, this was a common alternative name from about the mid 1800s in America and was
occasionally used in Britain and frequently used in Germany and Belgium. In America it
usually referred to medium or larger sized dogs. As early as 1775 the name Pomeranian was
used in America for small/ medium dogs - such as General Lee’s black Pom Mr Spada or
Spado. When his dog was lost in 1775 it was referred to as ‘a black shaggy dog of the
Pomerania breed’ - so there must have been others in Colonial America as otherwise
people would not know what to look for.

left - Mrs Prosser’s Joe featured in Stonehenge's book. In the American edition he is called a
Spitz dog in the British edition a Pom. Joe's image is from 1877 after he won a first place at
a show in London.
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THE POMERANIAN OR SPITZ DO,

Did the Kennel Club first recognise the Pomeranian as a Spitz dog in 18707 e On xxxm—pomt-ma

No this is incorrect! The Kennel Club was founded in April 1873 and did not exist in 1870. The

Pomeranian was one of the original breeds recognised in the non-sporting variety in 1873. In the : m %‘Wwﬂ variety

first Kennel Club Stud Book of 1874 the breed was classified as a Pomeranian and not by the term 3084, Draxco.-Me. 1. 4. Willissw's, Fdgbanton, Birming)

Spitz Dog. lrwmqmum T
Ohif Performance: Birmingham, prits n yarioty clase, 1863,

left - From the KC's first Stud Book of 1874 showing Pomeranians were one of the original breeds 3065, Carro.~Mr. J. Carting's, W

recognised by the KC | CMaf Performants s Nirmingbam,

3680, Canvo.~Mrs. Ganiner's, 29, Arlington.strest, Glasgow. i ¢ 5
Only in Pom books do you find the 1870 date and this comes about because of misleading ‘.“""'"- 2ud prise, 1871 ; Glasgow, 1st |

1872 3 4nd pi
information given in Mr G Hicks’ book of 1906 and subsequent authors depending too heavily on his oI e

accuracy repeated this date. B WWWMM §
According to E.W. Jacquet (for many years the Secretary of the Kennel Club and in charge of . mnx.mma, i, Lomdan, WILY Meaadary = :
compiling the Stud Book 1903 — 1921), - Mr Shirley and some like-minded individuals felt there was : W' Ielington, 2ud prizs, 18645 Cremorue, 1at

a need to regulate dog showing and the exhibition of dogs to minimise fraud and irregular practices | : e y j ik

— in much the same way as the Jockey Club regulated equine matters. Of the many dog shows in A, W,Wﬁmm_

1863 one was sponsored by the newly created National Dog Club — it was a financial failure and the [ IR ) "h'" R i
Club ‘ceased to exist'. In 1870 some of the promoters of the show asked Mr Shirley and some other i O "W Bread-streat, Hilttreet,
influential people to help them organise a similar show held at Crystal Palace in 1870. Many of the o Ok i mhnmmm =

same people organised another show in 1871 and although it also ran at a loss the concept inspired | 91 Cwastam—Mr R Oldhss's, 51, Thomas stret Minahasklh 4

Mr Shirley to set about founding a permanent organisation and his dream was accomplished in MR i Pl : iﬁ

April 1873 with the founding of The Kennel Club. Along with 12 other gentlemen Mr Shirley set
about devising a code of rules for dogs shows and so forth. The Prince of Wales (future King
Edward VIi) became the Club’s patron in 1873. The first KC organised show was held in 1873,

If still in doubt please read this page on the Kennel Club’s website: The Kennel Club

Were all the Poms at early dog shows large and white?
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